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FIRE! Caution is the Watchword in our Forests and Fields

The combination of bright sun, strong winds, and warming
temperatures can quickly increase wildfire dangers across
Pennsyl vaniadbs forests and br
look back to early April, a week sandwiched between late
spring snows and frigid temperatures. For one week,
things dried out and volunteer firefighters and Bureau of
Forestry personnel were scrambling to extinguish scores

of field, brush, and forest fires across the state.
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Wildfire Prevention

Adams Dunn, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation Weekly Celebrations
and Natur al Resources (DCNR). fiMost o
linked to people; people cause 98 percent of wildfires. A mere spark by
a careless person can touch off a devastating forest blaze during dry
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DCNR statistics show nearly 85 percent of Pennsylvani ads

the greening of state woodlands and brushy areas. Named for rapid spread through dormant, dry
vegetation, under windy conditions, wildfires annually scorch nearly 7,000 acres of state and private
woodlands.

Mar c h mar ks t he start of

Governor Wolf proclaimed March 4 -10 i Wi
Prevention Week. 0

AiThe value of vigilance 1is
back at the tragedy of Ten
t hat kil IDeudnnl 4n oot ed, ifland

wildfire in April of that year that burned for almost
two weeks across more than 8,000 acres on the
Pike-Monr oe county Il ine. o

In 2016, the DCNR Bureau of Forestry personnel

M@AfS CANDBZ tAL|S-Hiywea2yNRS / 2dzy 0@ volunteer firefighters battled more than 850
reported field, brush, and forest fires that scorched more than 12,000 acres across the state.
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http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/
http://www.DCNR.pa.gov

FIRE (continued)

iCommon sense can | i mit the threa ali d
i Wh e n state residents and forest ess
burning trash and debris, campfires and smoking, volunteer
firefighters often pay the price, answering call after call in spring
woodlands that are ripe for damaging, life -threatening
wildfires. o

Anglers, campers and other state forest visitors are reminded
open fires are prohibited on state forestland from March 1
May 25 ", and when the fire danger is listed as high, very high,
or extreme, unless authorized by district foresters.
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Communities in heavily wooded areas are urged to follow wildfire prevention and suppression methods
of the Pennsylvania  Firewise Community Program (https://www.nfpa.org/Public ___-Education/By _-topic/Wildfire/Firewise -

usA) to safeguard life and property.

DCNRO6s Bureau of Forestry i s respons
suppression of wildfires on the 17 million acres of state and
private woodlands and brush lands. The bureau maintains a
fire -detection system, and works with fire wardens and volunteer
fire departments to ensure they are trained in the Iatest
advances in fire prevention and suppression.

For more information on Wildfire Prevention Week activities,
contact local district foresters; call the Bureau of Forestry at
3 : (717) 787 -2925; or visit www.dcnr.pa.gov (select ifHor e:
T t hen AWLIldland Fireo).
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Thank you to Terry Brady, DCNR; Press Secretary, for providing this information.

e " Did you know, wildfires most
Acres Burned as a result of Wildfires often occur during  spring
by county since 2000 and fall when vegetation is
dormant.
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Fire Weather

Fire weather season in Pennsylvania typically occurs in two separate periods T spring and fall. During
the spring months, prior to the trees and grasses fAgr
several factors come together at the same time.
In Pennsylvania, conditions for rapid fire spread and growth include the following:
1 Wind of 20mph or stronger for at least two hours
1 Relative humidity of 30 percent or lower
1 Moisture content in small twigs of less than 10 percent for a few days or more
The National Weather Service (NWS) in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR), work to provide fire weather forecasts for the entire Commonwealth.
When the factors listed above are reached, the NWS will issue alerts to warn of the potential for rapid
fire spread.
Know Your Terms
The NWS may issue a  Fire Weather Watch if all
three conditions are forecast to occur no more than
a day in advance. A watch is more of a preparation
or ffheads wup, 0 meaning you should put any plans
for outdoor fires on hol d and mak e sur e youor e
extra careful with any sparks or anything that
produces high heat when outdoors. Ensure your
home is free of any debris or brush to ensure the
fire cannot spread quickly to your property.
Consider holding off on use of gas powered equipment that may produce heat or throw off sparks which
can easily ignite dry fuels.
The NWS will issue a Red Flag Warning when the three favorable fire
weather conditions are occurring or just about to occur, usually during
the middle of the day. This is an i
should not have any open flames or heat sources outdoors which can
spark a rapidly spreading fire.
I f youbre avid in the outdoor s, mak e

accidentally start fires while enjoying parks and trails. A discarded
cigarette or an ember from a smoldering campfire can be all it takes to
start a multi -acre blaze.

As we continue into these spring months, it is important to be extra vigilant when enjoying outdoor fires
for recreation. Monitor the NWS for the latest forecast to best prepare for fire weather season.

What should you do if a Red Flag Warning is issued for your area? Use caution when dealing
with anything that could pose as a fire hazard. Do not start a campfire or ignite a burn pile. Do not

burn trash. Avoid using equipment such as a lawnmower, chainsaw, or any other implement that may

emit sparks. Do not dispose of cigarette butts on the ground or outside of your car. It is okay to use

your grill, just have a water source nearby and do not dispose of the ashes until the Warning has been

cancelled and the ashes are fully extinguished. Watch for smoke nearby. If there is an unattended fire,

report it immediately by calling 9 -1-1 or your local emergency number.
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